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David Grossman

What is the main purpose to visit
Seoul ?

This is my second visit to Seoul, during
the last visit when we had a board
meeting here in October last year, we
agreed to have a number of activities.
One was the x.D workshop that will
take place next month. And the second
was to have here a very important spe-
cial event, the icograda millennium
congress 2000 Oullim Seoul. This is
the very special event because this
will be a milestone. The Opportunity to
examine what has happened to visual
communications, as we enter into the
next millennium. And to do it in this
area of the world is very important for
development of icograda. The whole
developing Asian market is very impor-
tant to us.

This meeting was to finalize the con-
tents. We've been discussing several
possibilities of how to content the fea-
tures of the congress, and discussing
better cooperation and collaboration
because soon, in a very short time, we
have to publicize the event in order
that the whole world will know it.

Along side with Korea's many
preparatory activities, is there
any special preparation by
icograda itself ?

icograd itself sees the congress as a
special opportunity not only for Korea
but also for icograda. We would like
this congress to be very special to be
unlike any other congress. we are
making efforts ourselves to make sure

that it will be special and that we will
be in a position to help, support and
promote the congress around the
world. One of the ways we are doing
that is through icograda foundation
which will be able to help publicize,
cooperate and promote the congress.
Icogrda foundation is an independent
organization that was set up eight
years ago to promote education, to
promote understanding through graph-
ic design. Up to now, the foundation
has been run on a voluntary basis. But
Now we have made a transition to a
professional program. Through the pro-
fessional program, it will be able to far
more proactive in developing program,
and promoting design education and
promoting design understanding
around the world. So this is a big
change, and we are now in the
process of doing it. This has taken a bit
of time to prepare. But we think this
will be an important development.

The object of this meeting.

The objective of the meeting today
was that the Korean partners KIDP,
and other member associations would
meet with. | represented the icograda
board, as the president-elect and the
Joseph Tibbetts for icograda founda-
tion. We examined all the possibilities
of cooperating and collaborating to
make sure that the congress will be a
successful event. So we lay down dif-
ferent strategies and different options
of cooperation. And all of them are
beneficial. Now over the next month,

we will consider what is the best way
of doing it. Because we agreed on the
contents of the congress and a time
table, a very strict time table of what
should be done and when.

Proposal for the congress.

We have a proposal working docu-
ments for the congress. We have done
with this program, as we have the con-
cepts of the format of the congress.
The concept is that it will have combi-
nation of components. First night, we
will have an opening in which there
will be a special event that will indi-
cate how visual communications can
create harmony and connection around
the world. And then in the second day,
first full day, we will have very cele-
brated speakers, speaking on issues
that relate to design and future, future
language, harmony and so on. In the
middle day, the second day, it will be
broke down into parallel sections. So
the participants will be able to choose
that area of activity which we're intro-
ducing to him. It could be Chejudo
design, website design. It could be
professional poster design, illustration,
and typography. It may have questions
to do with education, it may have
questions to do with college.
Illustration, animation, different things.
We are going to invite about thirty or
forty leading visual design makers
around the world to make special visu-
al exercises, presentations. So it will
be a moving, active and energetic
thing. There will be a speech and there
will be a big visual explosion of graph-
ic design. So this will be a very ele-
ment of congress made-up. There will
be also an educational element, espe-
cially education manifesto that is a
special program we signed last year

when we were here. There is a group
that is working on preparation of spe-
cial education manifesto that will be
released during the meeting in the
year 2000. And there is going to be a
seminar on February here in Korea
where people will come to work on
the manifesto. It will be announced in
the conference in the year 2000. This
is a really special event.

What do you think of today's
meeting ?

| think we had a very good meeting. |
think it is very important that we have
been dealing with this over a period of
time. We has a meeting a year ago.
We has a meeting today, and we will
have x.D workshop next month. And
the president of icograda is coming
back next month. The fact that there
are many activities going on means
that we cooperate very closely and we
understand each other very well. So
this meeting | think was very important
because it permits all of us to make
the correct final decisions as to how
we are going to approach the whole
implementation of the program. | think
over the next month we will have all
the answers to how we are going to
do it and then when the president
comes in July, we will be able to make
already signed the agreement on pub-
lic announcement. We will be working
already on the promotion material that
we have very tight deadline.

Please give advice for Korean
design society to successfully
host the millennium congress.

I'm sure its success.| think what we
want to do is to do something that no
one else can do. Specially unique con-
gress. Like design, If we set our objec-
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tive to fulfil a special need, we will
have a special conference. So we
know when we are going to have a
special objective and special aim, we
will have a special conference. It will
be really important for Korea because
it will a real opportunity for this to be a
milestone. It will offer the chance to
examine what is visual communica-
tions in the world and what are special
characteristics of the design situation
in Asia, in Korea, at the beginning of
the new millennium. | think everybody
has agreed on that. | am sure that our
Korean partners will be able to deliver
very good solutions.

What do you think of Korean
design ?

| have seen Korean design. It is very
interesting and very good. Just today,
we saw very interesting catalogue of
the Exhibition of Ethnic Korean
Contemporary Posters, which is going
to open on June 3rd. It is very exciting
combination of posters from South
Korea and posters from North Korea. |
don't think there is anything that could
be more symbolic when we talk about
Oullim than such catalogue and such
an exhibition. | think it would be very
interesting to see the differences
between the posters.

| think what | see Korean design is
very impressed and very good. I've
seen some of professional works and
also some of student warks. They are
very good works and very interesting
works. | think it's very important
because before | came to Korea this
time, | was in Taiwan for the National
Design Award. | think that there are
three countries in the world that are
making special efforts at the govern-

16

ment level to promote design. That is,
Korea, Japan, Taiwan. | think that it's
a good example and model for the rest

of the world. Because it has effects, | _

think that all the activities that you
have here, including the exhibitions,
the conferences, the workshops, indi-
cate that design is recognized as a
very important element in economic
development. | remember when | was
here last time that | read that your
president had recognized design as a
very important contributor to economic
development. That is very unusual and
very important. | think Korean recogni-
tion of design will be very important.
As to specific points that distinguish
Korean design from others, | don't
know that | know enough to say. It's
distinctive in that corporation and gov-
ernment recognize design as being
important. That is very distinctive.
Because it means that design is enter-
ing all the different levels of culture
and economic activities. | remember
that last time we were here, we went
to see the IDS school. It was unusual.
And | know there is also another
school, IDAS that is also unusual. That
is distinctive about Korean design. |
know no other country where compa-
nies and government actually recog-
nize design as being so important.
They create such direct support for
educational institutions, bringing peo-
ple over to give lectures and sending
people over to learn and so on. So
that's very distinctive.

Please introduce yourself.

First of all, I m a graphic designer, a
practicing graphic designer. And | live
in Tel Aviv in Israel where I'm a direc-
tor of School of Design- Vital-the Tel
Aviv Center for Design Studies. In the
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school, students study graphic design,
product design and illustration.

Now | became active in icograda activ-
ities because in my country there is lit-
tle support for design. | thought icogra-
da would be a source of support.

what is happening in icograda is that
when it was invented in 1960s, it was
the time when the European Design
Organizations were trying to establish
the profession and that was success-
ful. And icograda was able to coordi-
nate activities and help people collab-
orate to promote design. By the 1980s,
the European design organizations
were very successful and they didn't
need any more help. However, at the
end of the 1980s, the world changed
because the free market system
became the world free market system.
Soviet Union fell apart, Eastern Europe
became free market, and in China
there was a change. The whole world
changed. icograda which was called
international was but really was more
European, and a little bit North
America, Korea, Japan, the more
advanced industrialized nation. All of
the sudden, many of the nations,
including Eastern Europe, China,
Singapore, Malaysia, South Africa,
South America, needed the help of
icograda to promote and establish
design in their countries. For the first
time, non-European became a majority
of the board of icograda; people from
Eastern Europe, turkey, Isragl, Chile, all
such places. That is when we began to
change icograda to make a truly relate
to the new needs of developing coun-
tries and emerging economies. Not
only for them, but also for the estab-
lished countries to want contact with
the emerging markets, we could also
offer the connection. So this is where

we see icograda going in the next mil-
lennium. And that's why our congress-
es in the near future, for example year
2000 in Korea, are very important.
That's why we want to have a lot of
Korean participation, and also active
participation from China, Japan, South
East Asia, India, and places like that.
The next congress in 2001 will be held
in South Africa, in which we will talk
about developing economy, and more
on cultural economy and so on. So we
are now paying attention to the truly
international development.
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The Icograda International Workshop for Young Designers
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Seoul, Korea
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Marianne Frandsen / IFl President
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’ On behalf of IFl - International Federation
| of Interior Designers/Architects, | warmly
; congratulate you on the initiative to con-
| duct the workshops concerned with design
in Korea. | wishto express my admi-

ration of the courage of our Korean col-

‘ leagues to initiate simultaneously 3
intenational workshops. The collaboration

i between KIDP and the national organiza-
| tions of professional designers with the
| three international bodies, ICSID, ICOGRA-
| DAand IFl is highly appreciated. It is
important repeatedly to emphasize the
co-operation between the various design
fields and to stress that this must increas-
ingly take place on an international level.
The three sisters, ICSID, ICOGRADA

and IFl are co-founding members of DW,

Design for the World. | am happy therefore

to note that the three Korean workshops

Interdesign, X-design and WING are fully
| in line with the endeavors of the three

international boards. KOSID represen-

tative Byungho Lee, professor Joo-yun Kim

and IFl board member Young Baek Min
have very appropriately chosen the title
| WING - World Interior Next Generation -
for the interior design workshop, letting
' WING symbolize the free spirit and free
IFl has

adopted "WING" as a symbol for younger

ideas of the next generation.

colleagues joining IFl work in the future,
requesting our members to organize
WING-groups before the joint congress in
Sydney in September 1999. IFI con-

veys it's international spirit to support your

Guy Schockaert / Icograda(1997-99) President

Aplok & gl Bo|E 2ol T US ™
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o, XAl nRE S| 2 2oy, =
B 21MP = ZESH AP HE 2
ct.  olE32kc}, A=, ofz7tof
7| ME0iM MAP Rl ALS ofist A

The fear in front of the empty page the
artist has to fill, the inexperience of the
knowledge. Let's dare to be humble.
Disregarding your age, this reinforce the
willing to go further and to discover. A cre-
ator always has to face the limits of the
imaginary, to find new ways and to push
away the border of what can be.

Therefore, youth and education are an
“imagination tank", a potential for social
and economical progress facing the new
millenium. The twenty-first century
will be the one the connectivity. We will be
all in contact, in  permanent exchange.

This will be a century dedicated to informa-

| tion. If Icograda, ICSID and IFl orga-

2 ORI AlAlo] ZQAMS ol |

s} ofLjz} Hsle} HiT 22 olRY |

Hoj cixielo| ojxl= Fg=iS HAls
7| oEduct. f2l2SFostRe
off U= ol viFE 5 UAFHCE F2
= £HEo| Fot =2t 7siAE o
=3, o] LHERo| =P|E vl
fiEHct ol fi3fo| Fofske
ZE AlESolA| mFet Y| Fol =
7|&, 2 o] Y3 ES0| Fe M ==
HE Cixtolziof| RSeS| M2te #
§sl0 = O%NE A ARl 4Fo|
H7IE ZMez vigct o|za2ict

£ 0|5 95l of2iEe H3xoz x| |

& Ziolod, 3t of2i2e] Fain) 2|
HApECR vislg Yorp|s vl
ghuict,

nize, here in Seoul, worldwide events this
year, it's to demonstrate the importance of
the design way of thinking and the impact
of design on human progress, bringing
peace and prosperity. We all are the
flowers of a common garden: we don't
have to ask to the orchids to become roses
neither to tulips to be wallflowers.

May those events be an opportunity for
anyone to exchange and discover, may
they be the symbol of the freedom to
express ideas and to undertake whether
you are young designers or professionals.
Icograda supports you all and wants to
echo your enthusiasm and your passions
throughout the world.

Competition stimulates,
co-operation reinforces,
and solidarity brings together

event and wishes you every success. | look | “ZZ8E 2{2{5lD, §i=i= ZslSiH, |
|
very much forward to parficipating in | YUX|CIES =2ic}”
| WING. ‘ ‘
1 i
19
1999 A of 22 ZX(CIxlel Y& industrial design / 7+8 / 1999




5 =

e

Bowl, MI&t-Metal Smith, Tore Suensson Iron & Gold




U Zode] HiS2 ez &3tE It
oF olct of2{3t HIS S 20|=5 HL
SEUNS 19| S| A 27}
Jonas Love AlmaquistZ} £2 A&
ofiM 7k-te] Z23f of2t 2xlolct. @
o 0| MX}= x|Fo2FE 2 14009
A HMof| Mo{ZI HoZ o] A7 |= 24
dlo| Zt 71| XigMES Eakst 4
H& o0{zdo| ofH=x| 28T, HMEA
ol Afdle] A ARS[7} OFF M
3} =[7] o|Ho|ct. 0| 1947 | St
ol ASi|clof| RjeiZFo|y HatFolr}
ol AAY=E, o215t AzlofM M
0%l Aimquiste| 0] Xj= XFE A
Hlgle] CixtelEof cha MHstnAL
& uf oiZ =10 Uct. @ @ SE5HX|2]
N x|, X, 7|, Moixt S A
H Aglle cixjelofl 2Aof ciE Lz}
o= Rjgs} == X=ote| SAMS
71X(2 Ut AslEle] X2|H oz
2 HALE 2T e FEoIM 25}
T MES ol U0f tisjol| 2| FE
2 UTF siX|= AT Amauist=
19| zXjof|A AEe| X|2|A Azt
of| chall ck32t Zo| oigsia Ut
oo X|TE A = 2eHE chEDt
gtE2M REC| SAMZF Aol A
8l o0 HBoz 7|20{K YT v}
clol| E2MoiX = RS EAIE A
olch OXRE A= BI=2A CIE
o Dgl=lof e, 2= 2
WslEl MAIZRE 70 s At
7| RpAlg wAstA 2 Zo|ct A=
7le| SME WU Tt = E o}
2 gz s HZoz 7|20 A2
siclofl E2{M0f Uct” e e 2L}
Zise} giMo| HulEol Aol O

Aol et &9 e gis AT A
S2M 2 7 )2H St dobdE U
T SHE X|H1 AUt 29T A6}
22 29Ho| X2jHez A= TE
JE=Q| chEo| ob2t, Kple| 2

sl ©

Jok
r

tnt 9f=o| F&S E4siof &t

w2X|= X2t =2 ZE2E2
5104 2t 2ol J2fsict H]
ool EZ9 FZto| fXo| A
In} ZEX|= @lolz ol2{st ojl= Eiot
3o} -29o|e] AT ORZX[0|
Cl. @ ® Aimaquist2| 07 |2 CHA| =
OP IR}t 2= "o|=Xel Zof| At &

A

g XA 47 ABe ARES
=

D 0j0

r

of A%l D= ClE

22 oojgict’ 0 Y

» oA
_C’_lnrgrl
njo

ne
{ﬁ%‘oﬂ
mf_lgé
S T O
2 oy 3

st Aeio] HAA
7hetet RSO &
Almquist= ZH
M Gzie wzAs AQE

W ARZIoICE 2e AYEIS B
LinX| x|z RE Halgt A
fgin 5t P2l 7 ptstAL
&t 2= chgat 2ol 71E
LRRC) 0@

A2
2
1o

o Y orjo 3
30
o)
5
<
(0]

B

rE o >
Jg

o

WEL fr ek o okb ok pjo g 1o
FO)_\,J_JEOFOE—E_E:Ew'
oo oox .o H g

£ oMo 40 = ng

N 5 I Jo

0 T Ly

rE = bl

0= ;QjﬂmIOr

£ £ 00

=) \1-]9-

N =i

T Eq"lloi

ok El H

4> RN

0 Koo

P
L]
=
40
ofA
50)
ol
U
|-_l:
na
3
n
]

my rir rr
R
=
o]
o
o
il
A
rok
pa
&
o
=
.}

oo, ChFEe| 4 S450iA 0]
AEQI AS Ftog] & ol ZFo| chr
Ao| 7kx|E o7 |5t ofllX ol AlZo|
odct e @ 18| RECEFEH EQ
g SAN S =MARA| =St
A T A%l 7pAol2l= A
£ o|o| A%)|gloy| 7|ofske 24T} =
1 U%denq, AX|of X|%xol EME
2 2= o|ZH s S &
Qo= 742 et ZARHRUCt @ @
AERE 3M[Q| M#Z[ZI0I%H 1771-
17920]| Z2tA0| 20| 16M| AEFR!
2 ASJHIZ HASH A ATl
302t 7ix2| AAlol| U FL2E

3t £l0| E|QYc}. 0|2A AEIQ| Ci

Ed 02/ dl&2 S8 s

Olle Anderson

Lighting Fitting, Olle Anderson, 1986
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overty as an Art

Olle Anderson’s profile

Born 1939.

Interior architect and designer SIR,SID

Olle Anderson is the artistic leader and managing
director of White Design, a multi-disciplinary
design studio in Goteborg. He is a senior partner
in White architects with 250 employees, one of
the largest architects office in Europe. Between
1990 and 1996 he was a professor in interior
architecture and furniture design at Goteborg

University.

My inspiration to this headline is the
Swedish author Jonas Love
Almaqvist, (1793-1866) who in the
middle of 19 th century wrote the
essay “The importance of the
Swedish poverty”. ® @ This essay
was written more than one hundred
and forty years ago, that is to say in
a period before the self subsistent
household was past and industrial-
ism had not yet altered the tradition-
al Swedish class society. ® @ Even
if, during the later part of the 1900 th
century there were many expressions
of national romantic ideas in
Sweden, it is still most often the
Almaqvists essay is referred to when

attempting to explain the Swedish |

design syntax. @ @ Obviously the
Swedish designs first of all has its
origin in the geographical location,
the nature and the clime and the
basic natural resources of our coun-
try. @ @ Today any country can be
the centre of the world. Our geo-
graphical situation by the border of
Europe did not make us quickly influ-
enced by the changes in the cultural

\
life in the old Europe. Almqvist gave ‘
a little perspective on our geographi-
cal situation in his essay. ® @ When
looking at a map of the old world you
can see, furthest up in the
north-western corner of the ancient
worlds continent, a peninsula, which
bends itself over towards the south
and is surrounded by ocean. @ @
That is Kamtschatka where it is very
lonely and you find yourself shut of
from the developed world. @ @ But
Kamtschatka has a parallel. Furthest

up in the Northwest corner of the
same continent you can see, located
in an even higher latitude, another
large peninsula, which likewise
bends over toward the south
received and separated by ocean.
That is Scandinavia- End quote. ® ®
However, Swedish design is also the
result of development which, with
few exceptions, has been intact and
had the ability to survive over long
periods. ® @ The Swedish style has
developed, not from isolating itself
from the rest of the world but
through a special relationship
between our own heritage and the
way and the extent we have
absorbed and processed foreign
impressions. @ @ So although being
as far away from the centre as
Kamtschatka we have adopted influ-
ences from abroad maybe in olden
time not so quick as today but still
we have. @ @ This has also been the
case with especially Denmark and
Norway although the trade roads and

inspiration sources were not the
same as by the Swedes. ® @ Back to
Almaqvist. He in his time claimed that
the bourgeoisie and the upper class-
es trough their passion for everything
that was foreign, were denying the
true Swede and meant the gentry in
its fundamental aspiration of improv-
ing themselves went upon a course
other that the Swedish. The true
Swede can nowadays be found
among the poor farmers he said.
Love Almqvist was the first to look
for inspiration among common folk.
He also claimed that one great thing
separates the Swede from the rest of
Europe; “We are destined for pover-

ty”. He elaborates further by writing:

Quote: “All of us have this poverty
more or less but many of us cope
poorly with this ingrained character.”
“To be poor” he continues, “is to be
directed to ones self and it is impor-
tant to be able to be poor when it°@s
necessary, without anxiety and fear”.
e @ Almgvist did not represent
poverty as something desirable, but
he wrote about the art of being poor.
Thus, as early as in the mid
1800-hundreds, an intellectual was
discussing the glory of sparseness
and frugality. ® @ It was exceptional
that someone talked about peasant
simplicity when the established ideal
was to bee found in the middle class-
es. @ @ Poverty in Sweden had
already during the 18th century been
a contributing factor that we so care-
fully adapted the inspiration we
brought in from Europe to a neces-

sary reality. Even during assimilation

of foreign ideas have the local char-
acteristics always been able to sur-
vive. ® @ The Swedish interpretation
of the French Louis XVI style during

king Gustav the thirds reign,
1771-1792. became a high point in
the history of handicrafts, and archi-

| tecture. ® @ With this simplification

of a foreign style, we most likely laid
the basis for the typical Swedish
lightness in colour schemes, textiles,
product and furniture design. @ @ No
continental style has fitted in so well
with the Swedish temperament as
the graceful simplicity which charac-
terizes the middle class home or the
country mansion during Gustav the
thirds reign. @ @ From the middle of
the 19th century however as a reac-
tion to increasing directly copied for-
eign influences, one started looking
for something typically Swedish.
@ @ Almgqvist had the simples homes
as a model and showed how these
were created with feeling for the
materials and with the desire for
beauty and utility and were the
material for tools and other objects
always were chosen according to the
function desired. ® ®@ However, this
practical approach was the basis but
never excluded the desire for imagi-
native objects and decoration. ® @
The walls in the cottages were made
of natural or whitewashed timber.
@ @ There was not much light in the
early farm cottage interior. Light was
a class issue as it was very expen-
sive to buy candles or oil for lighting.
For the poor the world was divided in
a daylight world and a dark night It
was not until around 1850 this was
changed when the petroleum lamp
was introduced. The big change
however came with the introduction
of electrical light around the turn of
the century. ® @ It is my believe this
darkness created people with fanta-
sy. This was the atmosphere for
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sagas and myths for gnomes and
troll. @ @ On festive occasions the
poorness and the darkness trans-
formed to the opposite of lavishness
and generosity. ® @ Tapestries gave
rich and powerful colour to the walls.
Stimulating reds, blue, mossy green,
with black and orange, created a
symphony of rhythm and splendour in
cushions, bed-covers and clothes.
o o People slept in beds filled with
straw or with dried seaweed by the
coast. Many times they had neither a
mattress, nor bed pillows. e @
During the later part of the 19th cen-
tury started the production of rugs in
Swedish country cottages. Mostly it
was the rag rug technique that was
used. In the beginning rugs was
regarded as an unnecessary luaus
and textiles were valuable. By this
reason one used the rugs only on fes-
tive occasions in the best room. By
and by the amount of waste textile
was increasing. Now one used the
rugs during the week ends and later
when it was understood they pre-
vented from draft wintertime and
they were also placed very close to
each other. Newer rugs were always
covered by older ones until guests
came and the older ones were taken
away. e e The rag rug is still to be
found in almost all Swedish homes
or summerhouse. This is a good
example on how to recycle material
for new use. @ @ Six months of cold,
dark winter and constant poverty
were part of everyday life in Sweden
of the nineteenth century. By sewing
various small scraps of fabric togeth-
er one could make a bed-cover even
if there was no money to buy a larger
piece of material. ® @ Patchwork
quilts has been done in many cul-

26

‘ ing, in scale and detailing. With

| domestic environment changed. ® @

tures around the world as tents as
draperies covers but also as ceremo-
nial textiles like heraldic coats of
arms, banners and of course flags.
The technique was brought to
America by the English, Dutch and
Spaniard. We know the Amish peo-
ples patchwork quilts with simple
geometrical patterns and distinctive
colours. @ @ Also in Sweden this
technique has a long tradition but it
was maybe the Swedish people who
emigrated to United States during
the great wave of 1880-1890 some
returned home, bringing with them
the knowledge of the patchwork

technique. @ e It was mainly the |
poor families who in this way took |
care of fabric remnants from old |
clothes. @ @ To this very day you can
find in many old houses and cottages

extraordinary qualities in light- treat-
industrialism came wealth and the

One could furnish the homes with
machine- made articles and the inte-
riors were adapted to popular histori-
cal fashions. @ @ Here we had some
decades of lack of style. But of
course there was a reaction.
Everyone now searched, against the
background what had been, for the
typically Swedish. What was the
real Sweden? e e This was some-
times expressed in ways which today
could be considered extraordinary.
e o Many looked to our Ancient
Nordic history, our sagas and the
pagan hedonistic opulence. o ®
Luckily the break away from that ver-
sion of the typically Swedish came
as a result of the 1890 s reformers
who looked for ways to adapt to the
demands and forms of modern times.
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e o | would like to touch on the
importance the English reform move-
ment with early theoreticians and
architects as Pugin Ruskin and
Morris had in Sweden. e @ The
influential magazine “The Studio”
(first issue published 1893) was read
in Sweden as it was in other
European countries at this time. ® ®
“The Studio” was read also by the
artist Carl Larsson. e e Larsson as
50 years earlier wrote very critically
about the decline of the Swedish
home. @ e It related not only the
middle class but also the farmer
“Who tried to attain a similar medi-

| ocrity.” He also thought that if the

typically Swedish red paint had not
continued to be used on the farmers
houses, the farmer would have been
lost in the same style vacuum as the
middles class. ® @ A foreigner visit-
ing Sweden will very soon express a
remark about our so typically red
paint seen on the countryside. This
redpaint is made of a rest product
from the former copper production in
the town of Falun. It consists of the
pigment Ironoxide when heated
becomes red, then boiled together
with linseed oil and water. And as
we do not make whiskey in my coun-
try we also poor some rye in the boil-
ing pot. Although the copper produc-
tion stopped many years ago we still
have Ironoxide that will last 100
years more. @ @ In 1899 Carl
Larssons “A home” was published. It
contained reproductions of his family
home in Sundborn, still existing in
the province of Dalecarlia. @ ®
These paintings of the house, envi-
ronment, and family scenes became
for Swedes and many others, consid-
ered as the ideal for interior decora-

tion and design. @ @ “Var v lkommen
k ra du till Carl Larsson och hans fru”
“Be welcome dear guest, to Carl
Larsson and his wife” is a, not very
rhyming, translation of the well
known verse which Carl Larsson
painted above the door to his and his
wives home in Sundborn. e @ This
home was characterized by a novel
blend of old and new furniture, of
fine upper-class and simple peasant
furnishing mixed in a completely new
fashion. @ @ A romantic mixture of
the farmers and the gentleman®@s
ideals. The Swedish social author,
debater and educator Ellen Key (
1849-1926) became in turn inspired
by Larsson and wrote a book titled
“Sk nhet t alla!”( Beauty for every-
one!) "Vackrare vardagsvara” ( More
beatiful everyday utensils ) was
another influential book, published in
1919, which gave the direction of
future Swedish design. @ @ | quote
from the book: “No matter how inex-
pensive a product is; In its produc-
tion, from a material point of view, it
will always be a waste. @ @ The
worlds resources are not so vast that
we in the long run can consume
them at the rate that we have done
in the recent decade. Artistic
co-operation with industry leads to
quality production and a saving of
materials.” End of quote. Here,
already in 1919, we find ecological
consciousness and awareness. @ @
Through the Swedish handicrafts
association, social goals were
formed which would by and by give
the market user-friendly and reason-
able goods. @ e At this time artists
started to coo-perate with industry
and Swedish handicrafts and crafts-
manship reached another of its high




points during the late 1920s. @ ® ‘ 1970’s, the qualities of technical |

The phrase “Swedish Grace” was
born. Very soon protests were heard
against the un-Swedish decorations
and elegance found in these prod-
ucts for the wealthy. ® @ The
Stockholm exhibition 1930 was the
platform for Swedish functionalism.
By good design and architecture peo-
ples everyday lives were to be
improved. The functional was consid-
ered to have a value in itself, and an
intrinsic beauty. ® @ The propagan-

TEXCI HAEIR LA E OS¢ A S YH=2

function and usefulness were the |

' mainand many times only attributes |

we valued in furniture. ® @ But all ‘
this frugality was beginning to

become boring and stale, and young
designers during the 80-ies started to

| look for inspiration and new impuls-

da magazine “Acceptera” published |

1931, voiced the opinion that we in
the new era must accept mass pro-
duced furniture and other goods and
that the past status symbols should
be replaced by functional values.
e @ The consideration of function,
safety and durability became impor-
tant. SPACE, LIGHT and AIR became
the catchwords of the time. @ ®
During the 1940 s, after the war, in
Sweden as in many other countries,
the standard of living increased and
there were more money enabled to
be spend on living. ® @ Sweden pro-
duced a lot of good simple furniture.
The studies of residential user
requirements, which were conducted
during the forties and fifties created
a solid base for, architecture as well
as interior design and furniture. ® @
During the period after the second
world war, Scandinavian design
influenced many other countries
including many of the ltalian mas-
ters. ® @ “Swedish Grace” had been
replaced by “Swedish Modern and
Scandinavian Modern.” The Swedish
Furniture Research Institute was
started in 1967 with task to work for
fumniture’s fitness for purpose, dura-

| use it as basis for influence. ® @ So |
| will make a summary of the basic

bility and safety. To the end of the :

es. The inspiration came as you ‘

know, from the south. @ @ Today 15
years later can we once again see in
today’s Swedish design how energiz-
ing it is to combine the national with
international influences. “This can be
done” to quote Almqyist, “as long as

you also know your own heritage and

influences we had in Swedish furni-

ture design. e e Firstly the style
from the late 1700. Gustav the third.
The farmers furniture. Here directly
adapted to our time. The farmers fur- 3
niture adapted and transformed to
our time. And recent Swedish furni-
ture built upon tradition but also

including influences from Europe.
e @ We can now notice how this
Scandinavian synthesis in turn is
beginning to become of interest in
other parts of the world. Simplicity is
a contemporary trend at the moment.
Personally | feel that it deserves this
interest. ® @ What have been said
about the simplicity and concern
about function is to a high degree
also valid for complexities as interi-
ors and architecture. ® @ Swedish

architects and interior designers are
often concerned with the totality of a
building and that includes the individ-

ual components. @ @ Various artistic
yearnings and forces meet in a build-

ing. Through combinations of mea-
surements and materials the function

best should mirror a result where

of a building or a space is reflected. |
Through product choice, colour |
scheme and the design language the ‘
vision of the interior is realized.
Through artistic treatment of the
light the architecture and the rooms
will live. ® @ So, an interior at its

function and beauty form a harmo-
nious alliance and which engages all
of our senses. In many Scandinavian
public environments one can discern
the holistic attitude that character- |
izes our approach. @ e It has been
described as a humanistic attitude
mixed with simplicity, clarity and
economy. The social democratic wel-
fare-system with its ambitions of car-
ing has economically converged with
an interest for useful design for the
masses. You could say that inherited

aesthetic ideals and social principles
have developed hand in hand. @
My presentation has, on reflection

been about a few people and move-
ments which have laid the founda-
tions to Swedish, interior architec-
ture and design. @ e Today, Sweden
is no longer a poor nation from a
material point of view. You could
believe that there is no longer any
comparison with what | have
described from Almqists time. But if
at one time, interest affected the
household saving, it should today be

transferred to a consciousness about
a household including all the worlds
resources so that we will be able to
survive in the future. ® @ If we so
far, have succeeded in creating a
way of perceiving design wich over
long periods has been built upon a
limited economy, then we should be
able to continue as a good example
and model. ® @ And still and again:
Our country, would never had the
architecture and the design we have,
if we had not received ideas from
people of other nationalities and
other cultures. @ @ If we had isolat-
ed ourselves from the rest of the
world we had without doubt stagnat-
ed our development. The exciting
exchange we can experience in artis-
tic co-operation with new ideas must
be appreciated on all levels. @ ®
Then it would not just be that my
country could be credible and gen-
uine humanistic societies but also
receive life giving impulses to our
design tradition. @ e | believe and
hope future generations will see
Swedish and Scandinavian design as
a way to firmly highlight the timeless
relationship where we show respect
for the masses by considering also
the individual, for our cultural her-
itage of simplicity, for an opened
minds against the world and the
importance of ecological issues.
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Philips dental X-ray unit, 1969, Salovaara
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Tell us about your company. (a general Inag ' ] a tration O  Netscape:GetOutraged
introduction to Iguana, size, history, We a ve [ tist d 2+ 3 & 2 @ a4 & &
Back  foow: Pelead  Home Search Nelscape o Prit  Security

core services...) lgua

" GoTe: (007 Fwww grioraged o]
3

With the impending adoption of
g-commerce, companies are faced
with the challenges of keeping
connected with the users in the
digital world. What do you think is
the real benefit of this channel of
connection?

What are the backgrounds of some

of the people working there?

‘Get Outraged’ web site

Company usually has many con-
sumer touch points, how does
Iguana work within such existing
n Consulting Piazza 1ew book f things, w v identities/strategies?
ina’s CTO, brings over seve How does Iguana help clients to
make this connection/experience
better? W

nder in af it evel- / tectu faWw t Is a good Web site about good
ment. In addition to the partner mpossible to navigat I there image, or is there more? What
ave Cathy Ramey-Johnsor no logic to the organizatior constitutes a “good” Web site?
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nents for complex communications
strategies.

What would you say is your
strength over other competitors in
your market? One of our biggest
strengths is our personalized/cus-
tomized approach to project devel-
opment. Each project gets assigned
a producer who is always available
and always knows the state of the
project as the producer manage the
project and the relationship with
the client as well. In addition, every
member of the team, right on up to
the owners of the company, is
available to our clients.

Do your clients include many
international companies? Not yet,
but soon?

Do you ever build Web sites for for-
eign markets (outside of US) and
what process do you use to under-
stand these foreign markets? We
haven't yet but we are exploring
opportunities.

We often hear that selling the
“experience” is increasingly
becoming critical, what is a suc-
cessful end result of a good experi-
ence? Basically, a sale. The idea is
to make the user come back to the
site. A good experience is one
where the user finds exactly what
they are looking for without a lot
of extraneous searching. This is a
result of thoughtful design and
clean Information Architecture. In
addition to the idea of usability, a
Web site is an integral part of a
comprehensive branding campaign
whose main goal is audience
mind-share.

Consumers are overwhelmed with
choices these days. And with so
many overwhelming options,

108

choice is usually not based on
logic alone. How does Iguana deal
with getting in touch with the
emotional sides of the consumer?
This gets back to the idea of per-
sonalized communication. Being
able to deliver content that is time-
ly and relevant to the user
enhances the experience and
makes it much more rewarding. In
the end, we're looking to establish
a dialog with the user - one that is
meaningful and drives the user
back to the site by establishing a
sense of community.

Briefly, what do you think is the
impact of e-commerce socially? It
provides any company the ability
to compete globally and grow
exponentially (where was
Amazon.com 3 years ago?). It pro-
vides consumers with the ability to
“comparison shop” much more
effectively and it provides e-tailers
with unlimited shelf-space and
lower overheads. This will force
manufacturers to constantly
enhance their products to keep
pace with their competitors, it will
allow e-tailers to provide a greater
selection of products to their cus-
tomers and customers can have a
greater freedom of choice in prod-
ucts’ selection and their shopping
experience will be enhanced as
they can shop whenever they
please without hassles like? find-
ing a parking space at the mall on
a rainy day? Overall, business-wise
it's streamlining operations to
maximize their margins in today's
competitive consumers’ price-con-
scious world.

Tell us about some of your suc-
cessful past projects, what did it

industrial design / 7+8 / 1999
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do for the client?

Compagq Computer
<Www.compag.com/jobs>
Working in conjunction with JWT
Specialized Communications,
Iguana designed and implemented
a compelling Flash navigation sys-
tem for the jobs content area of
the main Compagq site. The inter-
face design is clear and elegant,
while the overall creative design
reinforces Compaq's branding and
marketing message to its targeted
audience of young adults.

Fresh Air

<www.freshair.net>

Iguana is working in concert with
Boston-based Amold Communications
to develop the Fresh Air Web site, an
online destination portal targeted to
a youth segment of 11 - 16 year
olds. The Fresh Air initiative aims
to reduce youth smoking and rep-
resents a progressive departure
from traditional anti-smoking mar-
keting techniques. Launched in
May of 1999, the Web site incor-
porates several interactive fea-
tures including action games,
e-postcards, trivia quizzes, and
links to Web resources, as well as
customized data feeds via content
partnerships so that users can per-
sonalize the site to their individual
tastes.

Paragon Gifts
<www.paragongifts.com>

Iguana Studios successfully translat-
ed Rhode Island-based Paragon’s

traditional catalog retail business to -

the Web. The new e-commerce site
features a product finder and a
browse function to replicate the tac-
tile experience of browsing through
a printed catalog.

What does Iguana see as a success-
ful project , internally? Any project
that is completed on time and on
budget, but most of all, any project
exceeds our client’s expectations is
a success. Our work is customized
to our clients’ needs, yet we remain
creative, open, flexible and fast.
When achieve this, we are success-
ful in what we do.

The business of information will
always be around? Briefly, what is
Iguana’s vision of the near and far
future in this industry? Each day we
are moving closer to convergence
among print, television, movie,
music, and Internet media. Although
full motion video-over-the-Web is
only just beginning to emerge,
Internet infrastructure buildouts are
laying the bandwidth that will pro-
vide for deeper and richer online
media experiences in the near
future.

Any final message you want to
express to readers about Iguana?
Iguana is creative, cool and? about
crafting a great interactive experi-
ence.



Amazon.com
http://www.compaq.com/jobs
http://www.freshair.net
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In the current economic climate, producing quality design is more important than ever. By understanding, our clients' needs, we are developed
exceptional working relationships based on cooperation, flexibility and enthusiasm. The allied to the application of focused creative flare, has
proved to be an ideal recipe for successful design. Creative solutions accurately targeted. Tel:585-8936  Fax:585-8938
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