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Abstract

In responding to the COVID-19-caused crisis, we
have become aware that human civilization is
entering a new phase. The speed and size of recent
social changes has been unprecedented. Design
industries in Korea is no exception in that design
industries and associated industries are undergoing
extensive changes.

This study was motivated by the idea that social
changes caused by the COVID-19 crisis entailed
the fundamental re—orientation of policies on design
industries.

Drawing on the understanding of policies on
design industries for the past 50 years and the
current state of design industries in Korea, the
study aims to suggest ideal directions in policies
for facilitating design industries.

The research findings are as follows. First, the
study identifies the unique characteristics of design
industries as the industries of intermediate goods.
Second, the study traces the development of Korean

design industries for the past 50 years, while
acknowledging the role of the government in the
development. Third, the study analyzes the current
state of Korean design industries. Fourth, drawing
on survey of designers on their views on
post-COVID-19 worlds, the study suggests a new
direction in policies for facilitating design industries.

It is hoped that the research findings can
motivate discussions about policies on design
industries in the post-COVID-19 world. It is
anticipated that the government will support the
design sector and effectively plan the new direction
of design policies that contribute to industries and
society.
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